So That Memory Doesn’t Die

Hayley Moore
5/3/2016

In this video Teofila says “so that memory does not die”. This means those memories she has from the Holocaust
will always be here for future generations, even after she is gone if she shares them with others. Big events that leave an
impact on our lives affect our memory. Some are more important and are easily revisited.

Memory is affected by significant events that have taken place in our lives. Some important things that affect our
memory are experiences and people.

The people that helped Teofila and others in the same situation are important parts to remember about the
Holocaust. Without the people that helped, Teofila would have probably not survived. In most cases it is a lot easier to
remember the positive things that have taken place in our lives. The people that helped Teofila had a significant positive
impact on her.

After the war she wanted to help others. Most likely this was a result of the people that helped her. They had a
positive impact on her and it influenced her to help others. I feel like she felt she needed to return the favor by helping
other people that were in need.

After the war Teofila stayed in Krakow. That was her home. Her memories are in Krakow. She grew up there. |
think she chose to stay there because that is what she valued and she has memories of the good times in her childhood.
She wanted to stay there so that her memories did not die. She could pass on her story to other citizens in Krakow and her
memories would not die.

I feel I would do the same, especially if I grew up there. The good memories are worth more and outweigh the

bad.



So That Memory Doesn’t Die

Ryan Vickers
In Teofila Silberring’s video documentary, she describes her life during World War two, and the Holocaust with a lot of
detail. She talks about her life pre war, during the war, and after the war. The phrase “So That Memory Doesn’t Die” is
the title, and said in the video many times. To me, this phrase represents everything she did in her life. When she knew
Krakow by door numbers, so that she would always remember it, and when she returned to Krakow at the end of the war.
These two things contribute to her preserving her memory of the Holocaust, so she could retell it.

Memory is affected by many things. I remember happy things, sad things, and things that make me frustrated, or
feel many different feelings. We remember certain events, and places by the affect they had on you. For Teofila
Silberring, she remembered many things during the war due to her emotions and the way she felt. For example, when she
was in Auschwitz, she probably felt sad, lonely, and hopeless. A time like that would be easy to remember because of the
pain.

Teofila Silberring remembers the people were helped her throughout her life very well. During the holocaust,
being Jewish meant you had many people who didn’t like you, and wanted nothing to do with you. Having people willing
to help you out, and be nice to you probably meant a lot to her. The janitor, who helped her before the war, and once she
returned to Krakow was important to her, and she remembered her well. After the war, when she says she wanted to help
people, the people who helped her during hard times were definitely a catalyst for this. She was inspired by their strength
to help others, and wanted to do the same.

I think she chose to stay in Krakow for many reasons. One being, “So That Memory Doesn’t Die”. To keep her
memories fresh, she should remain in the place where the memories were made. Another reason is that it was her home,
and where she had grown up prewar, and even if most people wanted to get out of Krakow, I think Teofila Silberring did
the smart thing by remaining there to keep her memory strong. I would have made the same decision. If there was a war,

and [ was forced to leave my town, I would definitely go back after it, because of the memories, and the feeling of home.



So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Zoe Anderson
May 05 2016

Teofila Silberring life went through a drastic change the year Nazi Germany began world war-- losing her whole
family, her friends, and seeing and going through what she did. It was painful for her to tell her story, something she had
much rather kept away from. She said that she had “decided to tell [her] story for one reason: so that memory doesn’t die.”
By this, I believe that she meant that she would tell her story before she forgot it with old age, or so that her story, and the
stories of others would not be lost in the dastardly webs of history.

Memory is a great thing. Some of us can hold onto it, while others cannot, or maybe we can hold onto certain
aspects of it. Sometimes we want to when we cannot, and others, well, we do not want to at all, but there they are before
us. Memory can be affected a lot by the significance of it; or how exciting it was, whether that be a bad exciting or a good
exciting. Memories come and go, some slippier than others. That can be why sometimes, we lose a face we otherwise
should have known in a crowd, or we forget something we should not have. Luckily, Teofila Silberring remembered a lot
of her time in the Holocaust so that we could learn her story. In her time, she remembered those who had helped her. It
must have been hard to forget, when it seemed that the world and everyone in it was against you. These people could have
been the reason you survived, or gave you a little bit more strength to carry on to the next day. After the war, Silberring
said that she always wanted to help. I think that the help she had gotten prior to the war could have been a catalyst for this
feeling. She may have not been able to help those people in return, but she could have helped others.

After the war, she chose to stay in Krakow. I’m not sure why she did this, but maybe it could have been that this
was her home and not even the horrors that had happened there could keep her away from the place she knew best. To me,
this was incredibly brave. I am not sure if I would have been able to do the same. The memories would have been much

too hard for me to live with everyday.



So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Olliver Roberts
May 3, 2016

In the beginning, Teofila Silberring states that she is accepting the interview “so that memory doesn’t die”. WHat
she means by this is, Krakow has gone through plenty of changes since she was young, as did many places that were part
of the war, and she does not want to see the memory of what happened before and during the war to fade away behind its
new appearance and mask of time. Memory is affected by a number of things, but the largest factor would probably be
time. Over time, things change and people change, our memories warp and it’s not exactly the same as when it first
happened. What Silberring wants it to make sure it doesn’t become completely distorted after so many years.

The reason we remember specific things is typically because we thought they’d be important, or it burned itself
into your memory. Many people won’t remember their first house or any friends they had before first grade, but it’s likely
you remember most of your friends from middle and high school. On that same note, I’'m sure you don’t remember all the
drama, but you may remember a big fight with a friend. We remember what our brains think is important. Teofila likely
remembered so much because she didn’t think anyone else would, and even back when she was young, her mind knew
something big would happen. Her brain knew that everything she was remembering was important for some reason, even
if it wouldn’t be to most people.

Teofila focuses on those who helped her, and this was likely because even during the war, she appreciated those
who helped, even in the smallest ways. She probably remembered these people and events because they helped her get
further in life, and helped her survive the war. She could’ve also remembered this because she wanted to stay positive in
such a negative time. After the war, she stayed in Krakow because she wanted to help. Looking at her past, it was obvious
she did this because she had gotten lots of help during the war and she knows how much good it can do. I think she stayed
in Krakow not only because she could help those who couldn’t leave, but also because that was her home. She was raised

there, that was her life before the war. It seemed as if she over all just wanted to help anyone and everyone.



So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Todd Beaudreau
5/3/16

Teofila Silberring’s quote “so that memory doesn’t die” instills a powerful effect upon the listener. I believe the
quote means that she must live as to preserve the memory of the Holocaust, so that it can never be forgotten and happen
again. Silberring believes that it is her duty along with the rest of society to continue to keep awareness high as to not
allow the same atrocities to be committed again. As we all continue to spread awareness, future generations will continue
to follow in our footsteps allowing us to continue onto a world with less genocide.

In the film, Silberring focuses more of her story upon those who helped her, rather than those who wronged her
and threw her life into chaos. She does this because the help she received allowed her to gather the strength to survive the
Holocaust and eventually give back to society. The people helping her inspired her to continue to give back due to the
major impact it had on her life. She made the important realization that if she helps in the same way people did to her, she
will make a difference in someone's life and maybe even contribute to the saving of a multitude of people.

After the war, Silberring decided she would continue to stay in Krakow. I believe she chose to stay in Krakow
because she could not leave behind the symbolic remnants of her family and that she believed she owed it to those that
had helped her in her time of need such as her aunt’s maid. Personally I believe that I would not have made the same
decision to stay in the place that I had been through so many hardships. The loss of my family and being around where

they had once all been would most likely be a constant source of depression and leave me longing for the past.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Sal Pagano
So that memory doesn’t die is a message to this generation about life before, during, and after Nazi rule and the
Holocaust. It was told in order to preserve the memory of the atrocities committed by the Nazis in order to try and prevent
such an abhorrent act from happening again. If the memory of the holocaust is forgotten then we as a people are doomed

to allow other horrible events to take place.



Memory is affected by what we perceive as important, many of Teofila’s memories revolve around her family and
important places she went. These are what she perceived as important and what her brain chose to remember. She focused
on the people that helped her because those were the important people in her life. Those people stuck out to her as people
that caused and contributed to life changing moments and she preserved the memory of them in her mind.

I think the help she received from other helped spike her desire to help others and her desire to bring good into the
world. She wanted to give back to the people who had given up so much to improve her situation. She wanted to do the
same for others as others had done for her

She chose to stay in Krakow because Krakow was a place that meant a lot to her and helped shape her life. She
also could have wanted to preserve her father's memories as her father wanted to meet her back in Krakow after the war
was over. [ don't know if i would have made the same decision because i don't think i care as much about the place i live, i
think i care more about the people i'm with. I think that as long as i was around people i cared about the place i found
myself wouldn't matter. On the other hand if i wasnt around the people i cared about i might have stayed in order to be

able to be reminded of them.

So that Memory Doesn’t Die

Kaitlyn Meeks

I felt very sad watching this video because it told how she lost all her family. She doesn’t want to forget what
happened to them, or what happened to her. She wanted to tell her story so others would know what happened to her, and
what happened to her. She also wants to not forget herself, since aging causes memory loss. Once you keep making
memories, older ones start to fade. Things that aren’t as important as other things, fade from memory. Sometimes we
remember things better than others. Things have to be encoded into the long term memory vault in our minds. Some
things we will never forget. Others we will forget rather quickly.

I think the reason she focuses on people who helped her more than anything else, is because she is forever grateful
for them helping. If not for them, she might not had survived. These people giving her food and safety was all she had.
These memories are the strongest ones she has because she has blocked out the bad ones, and only held on to the good,

hopeful ones.



She wanted to help others after the war because she had struggled more than really anyone who was not also in
the same situation as her. She knew what it was like to go hungry, cold, and alone. She did not want anyone else to go
through that if there was anything she could do about it. She wanted to make sure no one else suffered the same as she did.

I think she wanted to stay close to home incase her family came back home, they would know where to find her. I
would not want to leave from my hometown for the exact same reason. I’d want to find my family more than absolutely
anything. I’'m nothing without my mother and sister. I don’t know what [ would do after the war if | was in her situation,

not knowing where my family was. I would be so lost.

“So that Memory doesn't Die”
Braelin Mizelle
May 3, 2016

Teofila is stating that if she doesn’t get her story out in the open then no one will know exactly what happened
during the Holocaust. Memory comes and go with some people but if it is drilled into someone’s brain enough they won't
forget it. She remembers who helped her because not alot of people did. Remembering this is important so that she can
return the favor since she was one of the few people who survived. Yes, I think Teofila helped people due to the impact
of other people helping her during the camps and challenges. Helping people in a time of need can leave a remarkable
impact on someone simply because no one else was there to help. When Teofila returned home she realized she wanted
help others in need just like people did with her. I would have probably not decided to stay in Krakow because I wouldn't
want to be near where my family and I stayed. To me it would be a reminder everyday that my family died and i’m the
only one living. If I was her I would have gone back the house where her dad said to then when I found out that they all
died I would moved away. Waking up in the same town and location where I last remember being with my family would
be completely devastating. I think she decided to stay in Krakow to be able to help more people in need. Also I think she
stayed there because she stated it was a beautiful location and she had missed it. I think another reason is because it was
where she grew up and at one time was rich with her loved ones. Being where she grew up can also bring back memories
of her family doing fun stuff and being together. If she were to move somewhere else she might have thought she would
forget a lot of the fun she had experienced in Poland. Being near her exact house where her family grew up makes it easy

to relive times they had. As she is telling her story you can see that flashbacks come and go in her mind. By her saying her



brother was good at math and her dad was good at language you can tell she admired them greatly. Also she mentions it
when she is explaining her son’s success. By her finally getting married I think it opened her up a lot and made her

comfortable to talk about her experiences to the public.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Zia Shackleford

Teofila Silberring says she tells her story “so that memory doesn’t die.” When she says “so the memory doesn’t
die,” she means so she never forgets or so no one forgets about the holocaust. Memories are affected by many different
things. The memory of an event could be affected by how traumatic or joyful it is. The memory of people or places can be
affected by how close or how much they mean to you. When you have emotional connection to something you tend to
remember them.

Teofila remembers the actions of the people that helped her because she was going through a very traumatic event
in her life and she needed help. When someone gave her what she needed she began to rely on them and have a
connection with them. When she was free she wanted to help other people in need. The help she received during the
holocaust is what drove her to wanting to help others because maybe she did not want to see others suffer as she could
have if someone did not help her.

I think Teofila decided to stay in Krakow after the war because she had nowhere else to go and because she
received help after the war in Krakow. I do not think I would have made the same decision to stay because it would be too
hard for me. If I had nowhere else to go I would, but other than that I would have moved.

When Teofila Silberring says “so that memory doesn’t die she means so that she and the world never forgets.
Memory is affected by the relationship or connections you have with them are. She chose to help other people because she
did not want them to suffer as she would have if no one helped her. I think she chose to stay in Krakow because she had

nowhere else to go. I would not have made that decision because the memories of Krakow would be too hard for me.



So That Memory Doesn’t Die”
Isaiah Smith
5-3-15

Teofila Silberring’s quote “So that memory doesn’t die” is meant to explain to us why she shared her story and
described the events that took place in her life during the holocaust from 1933 to 1945. The main influence on memory is
your emotions. So people remember their memories through pain, sadness, and happiness. We remember things through
the emotions we connect to them. If an event caused you a lot of pain then you will remember them over and event that
did cause any emotion. Or you will remember a person because the person gave you happiness or the showed you love.
She related the events she went through to pain and sadness but also related the people who helped her out throughout the
war to happiness and love.

The reason Teofila remembers and focuses on the action of people who helped her is because to her that is what is
most important. It is important to remember this because the actions of others need to remain in history forever. Their
actions saved her life and inspired her to do the same for people. I believe that the help she received from others was a
catalyst for her helping out others. The reason behind this is because the help she received from others throughout the war
and the Holocaust inspired a sort of need to help others that also had struggled during the war. She understood what it
meant to go through such a hard ordeal and how much it meant to help out friends because she knew they would do the
same for her.

I believe she decided to stay in Krakow because that is home to her and to sustain the memory of her family and
friends that she lost during the Holocaust. Another reason that she stayed is so that the memory of the Holocaust does not
fade away and to inform people of what actually happened and how it actually was. I believe I would have made the same
decision. It would have been hard to leave my home and the memories of my family and friends. Also I believe that her
going back to Krakow was significant in the way that she hasn't let the memories die and has educated and helped out a lot

of people.



So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Connor Simpkins
May 3, 2016

I think what Teofila means when she says “so that memory does not die” is that everyone has their own personal
story, and she is telling her story so it is not forgotten. Once someone is gone, so is their story. We remember things,
people and events that are important to us, and that impact our lives on a large scale. However, we don’t remember things
that aren’t important to us, even if they are important to others. In the video, Teofila mentions many people that helped her
through her time during the war. I think she does this because without those people, she might not have survived the war,
and therefore those people impacted her life in a major way. Since they were very important in her life, that’s why she
remembered them and choose to mention them in the video.

I think the reason why Teofila wanted to help others after the war is due to the help she received from others
during the war. Countless individuals helped her during the war, possibly saving her life. Because of this, I believe she
wanted to return the favor to others. She was given many opportunities that others weren’t, and was a lot luckier than most
people were, so that is probably another reason why she choose to help others. I think she chose to stay in Krakow
because despite the hardships she endured, she wanted to remember the good times before the war. While it’s hard to
forget bad memories, she instead chose to focus on the good memories, which is probably why she was happy later in life.
I most likely would have done the same thing, since I wouldn’t want the place where so many good memories occurred to
be ruined by the bad memories.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Matt Brody

In the short film, Teofila tells us that the reason she has gone public with her story is ““ So that the memory does
not die” To me, this means she would like people to continue on the story of the Holocaust and what happened, so that we
as a people may move on from this traumatic event with a mindset that will combat any attempt to repeat the events that
went on during the holocaust. Over time, humans have a tendency to place events that are impacting their everyday lives

and can forget about our pasts. This can allow us to make the same mistakes we have already made.



Some names stand out more in our minds when we hear different stories. Relationships, relatables, and
personal experiences can lead to us connecting with one name more than others. Media pushes big names into our heads,
which will lead to us not remembering the other lives that may not have been broadcasted as much.

Teofila tells us her personal accounts of who helped her. She held on to these particular memories
because they impacted her the most. She remembers the good notions of others rather than the bad as a means of moving
on, almost like a coping mechanism her brain has established on it’s own. After the war, she explained how she wanted to
help. This is an obvious reaction of the positive impacts others had when helping her during her time of need. Now that
she understands true despair and pain, she has a better understanding for the value of helping others.

There were many factors that could have lead to her staying in Krakow after the war. We are told that when she
returned, she felt a sense of non belonging everywhere she went. That feeling of emptiness would only get worse if she
moved away, instead of staying nearby her home so she had a small sense of habitual belonging.

I do not know if I would have left or not. Half of me thinks I would want to leave those memories behind me, but
seeing that she turned out to be very successful in her future endeavors post war, staying in Krakow could have given her

a true upper hand asset in her struggle for belonging and success.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die

Ben Caddy

The film we just watched was from the perspective of Teofila Silberring, a Holocaust survivor that discussed how
her life was before, during, and after the war. She clarifies that the only reason she was willing to share her experiences
was “so that memory doesn’t die”. I think this statement means that she wants to share her experiences not to make people
feel bad for her but to make them understand just how extreme some of the events during the Holocaust were, therefore
aiding in prejudgements and bias formulated by individuals who really had no adequate knowledge of the Holocaust. And
the only way she is able to provide these stories with us is because of what she remembered from her own experiences. As
humans, we tend to have a selective memory: we remember things that we know will be important in the future, even if
they were detrimental things that happened to us. This is exactly what Silberring did, as she was able to recount every
moment of her life during the Holocaust, even though this was most likely the hardest time of her life. Part of her

memory, however, came from the people who helped her. She chooses to remember these people and events because she



saw this as a metaphorical “light in the darkness”, and these people provided some of the only hope and comfort that she
had throughout the entire Holocaust. I believe these people had such an impact on her that it led to her wanting to help
others after the war. She saw that what was presumed by many to be impossible, which was for common folks to help out
Jews and other segregated groups during the Holocaust, was in fact possible indeed. Even though it was not her obligation
to be helping others out after the war seeing as how she was in nearly identical situations during the Holocaust, the push
from the people who helped her was what made her help, regardless of the situation. The fact that she remained in Krakow
after the war is also incredible, as one would think that after having been taken away from there and put under segregation
in the eyes of the state of Poland under German authority that she would want to get a fresh start after the war. However, |
believe that there were two central motives for her returning to Krakow after the war. The first motive was that she wanted
to return in order to see if her dad and brother had survived, seeing as how her dad had told them both to meet him back at
their original house after the war. But the second motive is even more important, and I believe this was that she wanted to
prove to others that it didn’t matter what happened to her, but that she wouldn’t let it get in the way of who she truly was.

For that same reason, I believe I would have done the exact same thing and moved back to Krakow.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die

Jake Dirks

When Teofila Silberring says “so that memory does not die?”, it means that when she passes away, the memory of
the Holocaust will also. That is why many Holocaust survivors like Silberring tell their story before losing their memory
from age. I think you only remember what is important or special to you as a person. The only things that affect memory
would be disease or old age, and sometimes people forget the worst things that have happened to them because they don’t
want to think about it anymore. Silberring focuses on what other people did to help her the most because it helps her
remember the experience in a more positive light, and her memory isn’t clouded by the horrible experiences that she went
through. I think the experiences that Silberring went through during the war inspired her to help others because she
realised that she might have died without the help of others. Silberring then takes this thought into the post-war world
because she sees that she has the opportunity to make a difference and change someone’s life. She also might want to help
people to let her name be in someone else’s memory, just like the people that are in her memory are permanently in her

memory.



I think that Silberring chose to stay in Krakow after the war because she didn’t want to leave behind her whole life
and all of the positive memories that she had of Krakow. Also I think she wanted to be a part in the rebuilding of Krakow
and help others in her community. I think if I were to experience the same things as Silberring I couldn’t stay in the same
area that it happened in, because everyday something would remind me of the bad memories that I had to go through.
Another major reason I couldn’t stay in the same city would be because of the memories my family being lost, so I would
want to go to another city/country and start a new life.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Todd Beaudreau

Teofila Silberring’s quote “so that memory doesn’t die” instills a powerful effect upon the listener. I believe the
quote means that she must live as to preserve the memory of the Holocaust, so that it can never be forgotten and happen
again. Silberring believes that it is her duty along with the rest of society to continue to keep awareness high as to not
allow the same atrocities to be committed again. As we all continue to spread awareness, future generations will continue
to follow in our footsteps allowing us to continue onto a world with less genocide.

In the film, Silberring focuses more of her story upon those who helped her, rather than those who wronged her
and threw her life into chaos. She does this because the help she received allowed her to gather the strength to survive the
Holocaust and eventually give back to society. The people helping her inspired her to continue to give back due to the
major impact it had on her life. She made the important realization that if she helps in the same way people did to her, she
will make a difference in someone's life and maybe even contribute to the saving of a multitude of people.

After the war, Silberring decided she would continue to stay in Krakow. I believe she chose to stay in Krakow
because she could not leave behind the symbolic remnants of her family and that she believed she owed it to those that
had helped her in her time of need such as her aunt’s maid. Personally I believe that I would not have made the same
decision to stay in the place that I had been through so many hardships. The loss of my family and being around where

they had once all been would most likely be a constant source of depression and leave me longing for the past.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Desirae Judge
Teofila did not want to share her story. She did not want to relive her past of persecution and lost loved ones.

However, she knew that she could not keep her story to herself. The events that happened in Poland is apart of history.



History is important in society. The only reason we know different things about the Holocaust, is because of
word-of-mouth. People telling their stories is what brought light to a lot of important pieces of history. So, Teofila felt it
was her duty to share her story to society. In telling her story she ensures that “the memory doesn’t die”, because stories
get passed along from person to person. So even though she will eventually pass on one day, her memories will continue
to be shared after her time here. Things we remember depend on that memory. In short, we remember what we want to
remember. Something incredibly traumatic might force someone to repress that memory to avoid dealing with it. On the
other hand, that same type of memory for someone else could be different. Instead of repressing that memory, they could
vividly remember every detail of every moment. Like the smells, the weather that day and how they felt in that moment.
Ultimately, it varies from person to person. When you’re in a time of terror and helplessness, everything seems to be at
lost. So when someone comes along and helps you, it brings you joy and gratitude. It is as if a big thunderstorm wreaking
havoc over your town and just when it seems never ending, you see the sun finally peeking out and the clouds beginning
to clear. Teofila must have felt like this when she received help from others. An act of kindness in a time when it seems
there is no good in the world is significant. It gives a person hope. Hope to believe things will get better. Teofila
remembered these people because their act of kindness was so significant that it brought her hope. I do think Teofila
wanting to help stems from others helping her. She knows how it feels to be in a dark place so she is able to relate. It is
easy for her to empathize with people in need because she has already walked a mile in their shoes. I think Teofila stayed
Krakow so she could share her story. I also think she stayed because she felt she needed to help the people of her
community. In addition to that, I think she wanted to be closer to where her family used to live. I honestly do not think I
would be able to stay. I would want to move away and start over with a new life. | wouldn’t want to be plagued with
memories of the past.
So That Memory Doesn’t Die
By Erick Mandujano

Silberring’s quote “so that memory doesn’t die” means that she was willing to tell her story because she wanted
people to remember what happened in Krakow and all the suffering that the Jewish people went through in that time. It
was stories like Silberring’s that kept the memory of their suffering alive. First person accounts of what happened during
the Holocaust are very helpful and important to learning about that time period. However, these events were so traumatic

that many people did not want to tell their stories because they no longer want to remember it. Therefore things like old



age and mental conditions like Post Traumatic Stress Disorder could affect the Holocaust survivors’ memory. Although
this was not the case for every survivor, there were some people who felt as if it was their mission to tell the world what
they went through. Through their personal accounts they recall different places, people and events. Since the Holocaust
was a very traumatic experience for the Jews, these certain things can be burned into their memory. In other words, during
this major event in their lives they would remember the horrible events that took place easily. Through all of this tragedy
that took place in Silberring’s life, she still chose to tell her story in order for the people of the world to remember what
happened in Poland all those years ago. In those tough times, there were many people who helped her survive and get
through her suffering. It was most likely this that caused her to want to help others after the war as well. Personally, I
agree with Silberring’s decision to tell her story to the world. If Holocaust survivors chose not to say anything about their
experiences in the war, we would not know nearly as much as we know about the Holocaust today. Their memories tell us
stories, true stories about what really happened all throughout the war. Silberring and other survivors tell of the selfless
actions and risks that people took to help them. These different places and people that live in the memories of these

Holocaust survivors help the world to learn and remember one of the greatest tragedies in human history.

“So That Memory Doesn’t Die”
Ebony Callier
May 3rd 2016

By saying that the memory won’t die I think means that Teofila doesn’t want anyone to forget what happened
during the holocaust. She doesn’t want people to think lightly of what happened during the holocaust because it was a
very serious time and moment for everyone that went through it. It wouldn’t seem fair for people to forget about this big
problem that happened. The Jews should not have gone through what they did during the Holocaust. The part that affects
memory because of how we can relate or have empathy for a specific subject. If you’ve never gone through something
that someone's telling you about, you’ll never fully understand then. You remember things that trigger something
emotionally for you. It's like using Pathos appeal, which it appealing to someone emotionally and attracting them to
something through feelings. The subject is very touchy and emotional which it what captures the viewer's attention.
Sometimes we won’t remember things just because it didn’t really interest us to begin with. Somethings can be emotional

to one person, then boring to another. It really depends on what triggers different people have because no one is alike on



what different things trigger their emotions. Teofila remembered these people that helped her on her journey because they
deserved to be recognized for going out of their way to help someone else besides themselves. A lot of people would
mainly keep to themselves because they had to make sure they could survive first then others after. Being in a
concentration camp it's very hard to help others, but a few women with in the camps that Teofile was sent to would help
her and keep her head up with positivity. Once she got to Schindler's Factory she felt like a weight was lifted off her
shoulders because she was able to eat, send letters, and sell things that she has for food and cash. I believe that Teofila was
originally a kind person wanting to help people regardless. She probably didn’t help others because she was young and
needed help from others since she was alone with no friends or family. She would have went into the same state of mind
as everyone else, survival mode and only worrying about herself. I believe that she stayed in her hometown to reminisce
on her past. Maybe to get that home feeling or that lost feeling inside of her when she was forced to leave her friends and
her hometown because of the war. She might want to see how much her hometown has changed and maybe to have that
feeling that he father and her dad might come back to find her. Personally, [ would have left and never went back to that
town. I wouldn’t want to relive any of my past or remember all the things that started because i lived in that town. I would
feel like it was my fault for being put into concentrations camps just because I lived in that town to begin with. Even
though it wouldn’t have been something that I could have changed. I would just feel like everything was my fault for
being Jewish, born in that time period, and having to go through all that. I would assume a lot of Jews began to lose faith

once they realized how long the war was going on that they still went through all the deaths.

So That Memory Doesn’t Die
Omar Awadallah
May 3, 2016
“So the memory never dies”, is a quote by Teofila Silberring. This quote was meant for us to understand
that she stayed in her home town of Krakow even when it was at its worst so she will never forget the events that
happened there. Good and bad. How you feel about the topic will affect your memory of it. If it is something
good, you would want to remember this forever but if something really bad were to happen you could not focus

on it and try to forget it. We remember some things and places better than others because some people may have



had a bigger impact on our lives than others so we remember them better. We are also closer to them and more

comfortable so it is easier to remember them better.

Teofila Silberring focused more on the people that helped her because those are the people that need to be
remembered for helping and playing an important role in their lives. These people helped her and inspired her to
want to help others. She knew how it felt to be treated bad in the war and holocaust and the feeling of people
helping her so this could make her wanna pay people back for how they helped. Teofila just wanted to feel like
somebody cared for her and when a family took her in and took care of her and fed her she felt love for the family
and happiness. I think the people that helped her were catalysts for that because they precipitated the event and

that's what catalyst means.

I think she stayed in Krakow because it's her hometown and she feels like she needs to stay and remember
everything that happened. She maybe feels closer to her parents while she is there even though they aren't. She
had people that cared about her there. Maybe she stays there because at least one of her family members came
back and nobody knew. She could find them and reunite with her family. I personally wouldn't have made the
same decision. I would've left because of the horrific experiences I had there. Another reason Teofila might have

stayed was so she can have the real story of what happened there due to her experiences.



